
Undergraduate Degree Requirements 
 

A candidate for any baccalaureate degree must have met the following requirements: 

Credit Requirements 

1.   Minimum of one hundred twenty (120) semester hours (SH) earned with an overall grade point 
average of 2.0. 

2.   Satisfy all academic requirements specified by major and minor programs including grade point 
average. 

3.   Complete the general education curriculum requirements. Students in non-traditional two plus two 
programs will meet requirements specified in their program of study relating to pre-requisite courses 
that might be classified as general education courses. 

 
4.  Complete a minimum of forty (40) SH of upper-division courses (3000 and 4000 level courses) 
Successfully complete at least 25% of SH required for the degree in courses taught at WSSU 
(minimally 30 hours and satisfy major requirements as noted in #2).  

5.   Have no more than thirty (30) SH of correspondence and/or credit by means of assessment 
applied to the degree, and only a maximum of fifteen (15) percent of total hours required for 
graduation earned through correspondence. 

Enrollment Requirements 

1.   Attend Winston-Salem State University for at least two semesters including the semester 
immediately preceding graduation. This requirement does not apply to students who participate in 
WSSU-sponsored programs abroad or who earn course credit at a cooperating university through 
WSSU domestic and international university exchanges. 

2.   Complete at least twenty-five (25%) of the one hundred twenty to one hundred twenty-eight 
(120-128) SH required for the degree through enrollment at Winston-Salem State University. 

3.   Complete the senior year through enrollment at Winston-Salem State University if the period of 
residency is only two semesters. 

Catalog Requirements 

All degree candidates, including transfer students, are allowed six years from the date of enrollment at 
the university to complete the curriculum under the requirements and regulations in effect at the time 
of enrollment. After that period of time, the current requirements and regulations must be met. For 
this purpose, the six years will be counted from August 1 of the year of enrollment to August 1 of the 
year of graduation. Substitutions and/or changes in course requirements must be recommended by 
the department head and approved by the dean. 

Graduation with Honors 

Effective May 12, 2001, Candidates for graduation eligible for Latin honors must complete at least 
sixty (60) semester hours of graded course work offered by Winston-Salem State University 
(traditional and non-traditional delivery) and will be designated on the commencement program as: 

Summa Cum Laude Students having attained a grade point average of 3.80—4.00. 

Magna Cum Laude Students having attained a grade point average of 3.50—3.79. 

Cum Laude Students having attained a grade point average of 3.00—3.49. 



Effective May 12, 2001, Candidates for graduation eligible for honors who have completed at least 30 
semester hours and less than 60 semester hours of graded course work offered by Winston-Salem 
State University (traditional and non-traditional delivery) will be designated on the commencement 
program as follows: 

Distinction                    Students having attained a grade point average of 3.00-4.00. 

Second Degree 

A student who already holds a bachelor's degree from a regionally accredited institution may receive a 
second baccalaureate degree by the following means: 

1. Completing a minimum of 30 additional semester hours at WSSU beyond the hours required for the 
first degree, for each subsequent degree. 

2. Satisfying upper division requirements in the major field as recommended and approved by the 
department and approved by the department chair granting the additional degree. 

3. Completing other requirements or pertinent supporting courses as approved by appropriate 
department chairperson or dean. 
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	Undergraduate Degree Requirements

