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Greetings: 

Welcome to the 2017 “Forty Under 40” Awards Gala, where we celebrate 40  
outstanding young alumni for their contributions to their professional fields and their 
communities.

It is my sincere pleasure to extend my congratulations to this year’s cohort of  
“Forty Under 40” awardees. Tonight we honor you for your commitment to excellence 
in your work, your passion for volunteerism, and your spirit of philanthropy.

We often say that there is “no ceiling to what you can accomplish at Winston-Salem 
State University.”  This amazing group of alumni illustrates the truth of this statement. 
The “Forty Under 40” class demonstrates how to make a positive impact in the world 
by harnessing the knowledge, support, strength, and compassion that stems from their 
days at WSSU.  

I know you will join me in congratulating the entire 2017 class of “Forty Under 40”  
honorees. They all serve as inspiration by truly living out the Winston-Salem State 
University motto of “Enter to Learn. Depart to Serve.”
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Congratulations Honorees!

I greet you with a quote by Oprah Winfrey, “I am where I am because of the bridges that I
crossed.  Sojourner Truth was a bridge. Harriet Tubman was a bridge. Ida B. Wells was a 
bridge. Madame C. J. Walker was a bridge. Fannie Lou Hamer was a bridge.” Taking this a 
step further, Simon Green Atkins, was also a bridge.

You, the recipients of the WSSU “Forty Under 40” Award are indeed honored today, not only 
because of the bridges that you have crossed, but also because of the bridge that you are. 
Seemingly, as this esteemed award salutes alumni leaders who are making tremendous 
strides in their chosen professions, the bridge is created by your selfless willingness to also 
contribute to your communities. As many of us can attest, having the drive, ambition and 
the courage to strive for success in our careers are all challenging enough without taking 
on the extra responsibility of the communities in which we live and/or work.  However, 
because you are products of a university that sincerely promotes “Enter to Learn. Depart 
to Serve”, you have beautifully accepted the dual challenge by committing to serve.

As president of the Winston-Salem State University National Alumni Association  
(WSSUNAA), I and Association members commend you on this grand accomplishment. We 
are proud to see the “fruits” of your academic, career and community successes through 
the lens of “Forty Under 40.” We, WSSUNAA and the entire RAM family will continue to 
not only watch, but marvel, at the many contributions you will make, as you matriculate 
through the work world, while simultaneously serving and supporting our communities. 
Remember, you too, are a bridge!

In Ram Spirit,

Victor L. Bruinton
President, WSSUNAA 
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April 8, 2017

Welcome to the 2017 WSSU Forty Under 40 Awards Gala. Tonight we gather to spotlight 
and honor young alumni excellence. Our honorees represent some of our institutions 
best and brightest and serve as constant reminders of the depth and breadth of our 
alumni endeavors. We congratulate each of you and thank you for your presence here this 
evening.

Your Young Alumni Council (YAC) continues to work in collaboration with the Office of 
Alumni Relations to engage our generation of alums in new and exciting ways to support 
WSSU. As you reflect on the vast accomplishments of tonight’s honorees, let their example 
be reminders of why we must step up and support our beloved ‘SU in new ways. We are 
calling on each of us to renew our commitment to support our alma mater through your 
time, talents, and financial investment. 

We also thank all of you who are joining us to celebrate tonight’s momentous occasion. 
To all those who have served as patrons to our honorees, we say a collective THANK YOU. 
Your investment means we can continue to provide access and support to some of the 
nations most promising students to matriculate at WSSU.

We say a special thanks to members of the Gala committee, Forty Under 40 Selection 
Committee and our volunteers for your efforts in planning and support of this year’s event. 
Your efforts truly exemplify our motto “Enter to Learn, Depart to Serve.”

Finally, YAC is grateful for the support of the Office of Alumni Relations, our keynote 
speaker, RAMA Consulting, and our event patrons for your investment into tonight’s event 
and the success of WSSU. We are humbled by your efforts and generosity. 

In RAM Service,

Siobahn C. Day ‘05     Mo Wright, ‘01
Young Alumni Council Co-Chair    Young Alumni Council Co-Chair
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DR. TAMIKA L. ANDERSON  |  CLASS OF 1999
Dr. Anderson attained a Bachelor of Science in Nursing from WSSU and began her career as a 
registered nurse. She has an extensive academic career having received a Master of Science in 
Nursing with a concentration in nursing administration from the University of North Carolina at 
Greensboro; a post-graduate certificate in nursing education from East Carolina University; and 
a Doctorate in Nursing Practice from Chatham University in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Part of 
her research was based on statistical data surrounding SIDS (Sudden Infant Death Syndrome) 
in the African American Community and how to reduce it. 

Her career trajectory in nursing includes working in various health care roles at Brenner 
Children’s Hospital at Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center, the Davidson County Health Depart-
ment, and Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools. Dr. Anderson is an instructor in the nursing 
program at WSSU. She also is a part-time clinical instructor at Forsyth Technical Community 
College. Her ultimate goal as a nurse educator is to cultivate competent, professional registered 
nurses who have the ability to thrive and make impactful contributions in the field of healthcare. 

Dr. Anderson is also owner of an event planning company. She is actively involved in community 
service projects, academic and professional organizations, her church, and Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Inc.

MS. ALEXIS N. BENTON   |  CLASS OF 2008
Ms. Benton attained a Bachelor of Science in Management Information Systems from WSSU. She 
currently works in the human services field as a case manager for Career Team, LLC, a workforce 
development vendor. In this role, she provides support for low-income families and connects 
them to the resources they need to become self-sufficient. 

Ms. Benton also owns a bakery business called Lexi’s Sweet Cakes where proceeds and decadent 
desserts are donated to charities and various causes in Washington, D.C., Maryland, Virginia and 
North Carolina. 

She enjoys organizing and participating in community service projects, attending networking 
and professional development events, and previously served on the WSSU National Alumni 
Association Atlanta Alumni Chapter as president and later, treasurer. Her favorite quote is, “Ev-
eryone can be great, because everyone can serve” by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

MRS. DE’VINE M. BOWERS  |  CLASS OF 2006 
Mrs. Bowers earned a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration from WSSU and a Master 
of Business Administration/Master of Science in Leadership from Pfeiffer University. She is an 
assistant vice president, program manager of Engagement, Portfolio and Program Management 
in Risk and Technology at Bank of America. She is also the founder of Destined Image, Inc., a 
501(c)(3) organization committed to promoting emotional independence by teaching leadership 
skills and providing a support network.

For the past 13 years, she has been committed to helping individuals and families achieve self-
sufficiency through designing and facilitating community workshops, service campaigns, and 
building critical support groups. Also, she led several committees and participated in corporate 
networks designed to help individuals strengthen their work/life balance techniques while 
advocating on behalf of low-income community workforce development needs. She is a member 
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
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DR. KIMBERLY J. BRYANT  |  CLASS OF 2010
Dr. Bryant graduated summa cum laude with a Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education. 
Post-graduation, she attained an Education Specialist degree in Curriculum and Instruction with 
a focus in reading, and a Master of Science in Educational Technology and Online Instruction 
from Liberty University. After receiving a graduate certification in the area of academically/
intellectually gifted education from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte and a 
special endorsement in computer education from East Carolina University, Bryant completed 
her academic trajectory with a Doctorate in Curriculum and Instruction at Liberty University. 

She is an assistant professor of elementary education and a licensure-only coordinator at 
Shaw University. Bryant also is the program director of a children’s literacy initiative within 
MyDTouch Inc., a nonprofit organization. Previously, Dr. Bryant worked within Durham Public 
Schools as an elementary teacher, reading specialist and gifted education facilitator. 

Dr. Bryant is a member of several professional organizations within the education field and an 
advocate for students’ needs.

 

MS. ALISHA N. BYRD  |  CLASS OF 1999 
Ms. Byrd earned Bachelor of Science degrees in Political Science and History from WSSU and a 
Master of Business Administration with a human resources concentration from Strayer University. 
She is a human resource professional with over 12 years of experience in the higher education and 
local government industries. She owns BYRD & Co., Inc. and Byrd Staffing, located in Salisbury. She is 
also the founder of several nonprofit organizations targeting fifth- to 12th-grade boys and girls and 
college females. 

She was recently elected to the Rowan-Salisbury Board of Education Seat 5 after running for the 
first time and will serve in this capacity for the next four years. She is also involved with the Rowan 
County Chamber of Commerce as a member of both the board of directors and steering committee. 

Ms. Byrd received the 2015 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Humanitarian Service Award for contributions 
to her community. She is a self-published author of two books and a 365-day journal, as well as a 
member of the board of trustees and financial secretary at Dorsett Chapel United Christian Church.

MR. DEMOND P. CURETON  |  CLASS OF 2004
Mr. Cureton graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in English Literature and Foreign Languages 
from WSSU, and a Master of Arts in English Literature and African American Studies from 
North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University. He is a corporate English instructor 
for Learnlight, an educational technology company in Barcelona, Spain. He is also a freelance 
language consultant, copywriter and journalist. Several international news outlets have 
featured his op-eds on topics such as color revolutions, historical materialism, international law 
and political economy.

Even while abroad, Mr. Cureton furthered his education by studying Middle East and African 
Politics at Hankuk University of Foreign Studies in Seoul, South Korea, as well as Chinese at 
Fudan University in Shanghai.

He has remained an expatriate for almost a decade, having lived in four countries (South Korea, 
China, Italy and the United Kingdom) and traveled extensively through more than 20 others.
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MS. FELISHA D. DAVIS  |  CLASS OF 2004
Ms. Davis earned her Bachelor of Science in Business Administration from WSSU and a Master 
of Science in Education with an emphasis on curriculum and instruction from North Carolina 
State University. 

She is a career and technical education-marketing teacher for Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools. 
In her over 12 years of experience in marketing and education, she has educated students on the 
importance of obtaining global business knowledge; helped pilot new curriculum for the state  
of North Carolina with the Department of Public Instruction; and presented at the state level. 
She also serves as the professional learning community chair for fashion merchandising within 
CMS schools and team lead of her school’s college preparedness group, where she strongly 
encourages them to consider HBCUs, and WSSU in particular.  

Ms. Davis enjoys volunteering with The Junior League of Charlotte and serving as the advisor for 
DECA, an international marketing program that prepares high school and college-aged emerging 
leaders and entrepreneurs in marketing, finance, hospitality and management. She is a member 
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.

MS. KIANA E. DAVIS  |  CLASS OF 2004
Ms. Davis entered WSSU a first-generation college student and departed as a magna cum laude 
alumna, earning Bachelor of Science degrees in Accounting and Management Information 
Systems. She is an administrative/technical specialist for the Department of the Navy, 
NAVY SEA (Naval Sea Systems Command).

She is a member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., and is an active member of the Fort 
Washington Alumane Chapter.  She spends time volunteering with toy and clothing drives, 
feeding the homeless, as well as serving as leader for the Accokeek Academy Girl Scouts troop, 
to name a few. Each year, she prepares tax returns at no cost for 10 elderly and 10 low-income 
families.

Ms. Davis highly regards the education attained and life lessons learned at WSSU, and hopes 
being the first college graduate in her immediate family will serve as an example to the younger 
generations.

   

MR. KRISTOPHER T. FERGUSON  |  CLASS OF 2008
Mr. Ferguson graduated from WSSU with Bachelor of Science degrees in Accounting, Finance, 
and Economics, and a minor in Chemistry. He works for the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation (FDIC) as a senior capital markets and securities specialist.

Mr. Ferguson enjoys traveling and learning about other cultures and has driven to all of the 
Lower 48 states, Alaska, nine Canadian provinces, and one Canadian territory. He is a sports 
fanatic, and volunteers as a CIAA blogger on D2Football.com, where he prompts weekly 
discussions, makes predictions, and engages with coaches and players at various schools, 
including WSSU.
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DR. TIMOTHY L. FREEMAN  |  CLASS OF 2001
Dr. Freeman obtained a Bachelor of Science in Occupational Therapy from WSSU and Master of 
Divinity and Doctor of Ministry from Hood Theological Seminary. He serves as pastor of Trinity 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church and an independent occupational therapy contractor 
at Gallaudet University in Washington, D.C., where he provides consultation services for a fall 
management program targeting the geriatric population. His research interest at Hood was 
developing a model for grief management to promote spiritual maturity. 

Through his ministry, Dr. Freeman has organized and led feeding programs; developed 
partnerships with nonprofits to expose children and youth to various career paths and 
resources for scholarships; and improved community relations among local residents, to name 
a few.

He firmly believes that WSSU was the catalyst that developed him into the leader he is today

DR. DEVYN D. GILLETTE  |  CLASS OF 2010
Dr. Gillette, a former Chancellor Scholarship recipient and Lady Ram Softball player, graduated 
from WSSU with a Bachelor of Science in Biology. She later completed her Ph.D. at The Ohio State 
University in the Biomedical Graduate Program, with an area of emphasis in immunology and 
microbiology. Her research focused on ways harmful bacteria take advantage of defects in the 
human primary immune response. She began post-doctoral work at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill in similar studies. 

At Duke University, she is the director of the Biosciences Collaborative for Research Engagement 
(BioCoRE) program within the School of Medicine at Duke University, managing the $2.1 million 
NIH grant that supports administrators and underrepresented students, and a lecturer for the 
Pathways to Biomedical Research Freshman Seminar course.

Through establishing initiatives that promote student development, scientific excellence and 
diversity in the biomedical sciences, Dr. Gillette continues to advocate for those with diverse 
backgrounds on local, regional, and national levels. She also mentors over 100 students. Her 
hope for being honored as a “Forty Under 40” inductee is that her story will serve as a catalyst to 
get minority scientists to believe they are more than a statistic. She is a member of Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Inc.

MR. JOHNATHAN M. HAMIEL  |  CLASS OF 2003
Mr. Hamiel graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Music Business and a licensure in music 
teacher education. Later, he completed his Master of Science in Music Education from the 
University of North Carolina at Greensboro. He is a music education teacher and band director 
for R.J. Reynolds High School in the Winston-Salem/Forsyth County School System. In his 15 
years of being a public school teacher, he has been named Teacher of the Year twice and Band 
Director of the Year. 

At WSSU, he was a member of the “Red Sea of Sound” marching band.

During his career, he increased marching band programs, participation and won countless 
awards for performance throughout the Southeast United States. Under his tutelage, the band 
performed in a short film and played for the ACC kickoff on ESPN’s 1380 AM. He established a 
leadership camp for high school students called Project L.E.A.D., which taught students how to 
conduct music, properly line the field for marching and leadership skills. He also began Creating 
A Spark, a program designed to expose local elementary students to different band instruments 
and generate interest in band. 

Mr. Hamiel is a member of the North Carolina Music Educators Association (NCMEA) State Board 
and Kappa Kappa Psi National Honorary Band Fraternity. He credits WSSU for instilling in him 
the work ethic needed to be successful and a culture of winning and excellence.
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MR. DERRICK K. HARGROVE  |  CLASS OF 2001
Mr. Hargrove obtained a Bachelor of Science in Computer Science and Master of Science in 
Computer Science and Information Technology from WSSU. He is assistant manager of 
Technology Support Services at WSSU and an adult education instructor at Guilford Technical 
Community College. During his tenure at GTCC, Derrick developed the Adult Education 
Program’s GED Online Course, which afforded students the opportunity to pursue their GED 
while at home. 

In 2016, he received the Chancellor’s Achievement Award for working with the Staff Senate 
Community Service Committee on the Staff Senate Food Drive. He currently serves as area 
director for the northwest area of the association of NC Alphamen. He oversees four college 
chapters and two alumni chapters. He is a member of various university committees at 
WSSU, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., and the Winston-Salem/Forsyth County National 
Pan-Hellenic Council. 

MR. RODERICK J. HOWARD  |  CLASS OF 2012
Mr. Howard graduated from WSSU with a Bachelor of Science in Psychology and a minor in 
Elementary Education. Later, he received his Master of Arts in Management and Leadership 
from Liberty University. 

He is the executive director of the YMCA Northwest North Carolina’s Child Care Services/
Youth Development branch. He oversees all youth development programs and initiatives, and 
collaborates with other family and youth organizations, in efforts to strengthen families and 
communities in the City of Winston-Salem, specifically lower income areas. 

Mr. Howard is excited to be a “Forty Under 40” honoree and looks forward to networking with 
other young alumni professionals to ensure that the work that has begun continues in the 
community of Winston-Salem.

MR. ZACK T. JAMES, JR.  |  CLASS OF 2003
Mr. James attended WSSU on a band scholarship and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Mass 
Communications. He is a production associate for the Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools 
television channel (Cable 2) and owner of Flow Child Entertainment, a company that films and 
edits commercials and short films. Broadcasting companies such as HBO, MTV, BET, ESPN, and 
others have called upon him to complete editing projects. Additionally, James has covered the 
Big East Conference and released commercials for brands like Pepsi, Le Bleu, WSSU (Homecom-
ing), National Black Theater Festival, area concerts and much more, as well as video projects 
for NC A&T.  He has won over 30 broadcast media awards from the North Carolina School Public 
Relations (NCSPR).

He serves on the board of directors, as well as, mentor for My Brother’s Second Chance 
Mentoring Program. He is an active member of the Prince Hall affiliated Free Masons.
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MR. MARQUES E. JOHNSON  |  CLASS OF 2004
Mr. Johnson holds a Bachelor of Science in Sports Management and Business Administration 
from WSSU. He is a senior middle market underwriter for The Hartford, where he manages and 
grows a $12 million book of business in the Washington, D.C., beltway for over 50 independent 
agencies.

He is a member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., and active with Second Harvest Food Bank 
of Metrolina and Junior Achievement of Central Carolinas, an organization designed to inspire 
and prepare young people to succeed in a global economy. He also mentors young employees and 
dresses up as Santa Claus for The Hartford’s holiday party for children in the local community.

MR. ANDREW Z. JONES  |  CLASS OF 2008
Mr. Jones holds a Bachelor of Science in Marketing and Finance from WSSU. While matriculating 
at the university, he was a student-athlete and received an academic scholarship through the 
Chancellor Scholarship program. 

He is a senior marketing representative at John Deere. His work travels have taken him to 
46 states and afforded him the opportunity to learn about agriculture, ranching, and how rural 
Americans provide food, fuel and fibers for the world.

Mr. Jones spends time volunteering with several organizations his company partners with
Habitat for Humanity, Boys and Girls Club, Harvesters Food Bank and Backsnack program. He 
has also worked with The Hope Center to lead projects that revitalized the school and activity 
center and led initiatives to increase the amount of funds raised for the John Deere Olathe United 
Way committee.

MR. QUINTIN R. JONES  |  CLASS OF 2009
Mr. Jones graduated from WSSU with a Bachelor of Science in Psychology. He works for Schreiber 
Foods, Inc. as the team leader of global sales and business development for Asia, Middle East, 
Africa and Australia, an area responsible for over $165 million in company revenue around 
the world. His career has given him the opportunity to travel to five continents and over 50 
countries where he speaks on behalf of the United States Dairy Council and has forged 
relationships with U.S. ambassadors of South Korea, Vietnam and Cambodia.

Mr. Jones is the co-chair of the African American Dairy Professionals of Wisconsin, a group that 
supports, nurtures, and grooms young African American talent in the dairy industry. 
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DR. CLIFTON J. KENON, JR.  |  CLASS OF 2009
Dr. Kenon holds a Bachelor of Science in Nursing from WSSU; Master of Science in Nursing from 
the University of North Carolina at Charlotte; and a Doctorate in Nursing from Chatham Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh. He furthered his education with a post-doctoral study at the University of 
Tennessee with an emphasis on hermeneutic phenomenology. 

He is senior health scientist and reproductive health advisor at the United States Agency for 
International Development in the Office of Reproductive Health and an adjunct professor in 
WSSU’s nursing faculty. At USAID, Clifton is Senior Advisor on the Maternal Child Survival Pro-
gram, The Flagship United States Foreign Aid, a $500 million program that alleviates disparities 
related to maternal child survival in developing countries.

His domestic and international research efforts explore reproductive health, education, and 
racism. His research and expertise areas are in breastfeeding, family planning, health care 
policy and education. 

In three years, Dr. Kenon was awarded five national awards for his outstanding leadership in 
shaping healthcare, and utilizing evidence, and innovation to improve the lives of American 
Indians and Alaska Natives. This is a federal record that is still held by him. He has been honored 
with numerous regional and national accolades, including the Woodville Award of which he was 
the youngest to ever receive it. He spoke at the White House on the importance of breastfeeding 
and childhood obesity after accepting an invitation from Former First Lady Michelle Obama.

In addition to being the first African American to hold an international director seat for the 
International Board of Lactation Consultant Examiners, he has also been appointed to the 
national committees; is published in multiple scientific journals; speaks at numerous confer-
ences; mentors adjunct faculty; and runs a clinic for vulnerable breastfeeding mothers that are 
unable to afford lactation care at no charge. 

 

MS. JANELL L. LEWIS  |  CLASS OF 2004 
Ms. Lewis received her Bachelor of Arts in Mass Communications with a minor in Spanish from 
Winston-Salem State University and her Master of Arts in Journalism and Public Affairs from Ameri-
can University in Washington, DC. Currently, she is a fifth grade teacher and media liaison for Lawton 
Public Schools. Lewis also provides consulting work and most recently worked with KSWO Channel 
7 News in Lawton-Fort Sill, Oklahoma, and as Assistant News Director at WTVM News Leader 9/
WXTX Fox 54/Bounce TV (Raycom Media) in Georgia.
 
Within her 15-year career, she has had the privilege to interview (then senator) Barack Obama, 
Oprah Winfrey, as well as, other political figures, media moguls and entertainers. Lewis has been 
named and portrayed in the Columbus magazine Top 5 Under 40, a “Young Professional on the Move” 
in the Courier Eco Latino Magazine, presented the Courier-Eco Latino Community Service Award; 
named a top Urban League of San Diego County’s “40 Under 40” Inspired Leaders of Tomorrow to 
watch, is Emmy nominated and has won several media honors.
 
Ms. Lewis started a nonprofit journalism organization and holds/has held several positions on 
national and local boards, including NABJ (National Association of Black Journalists), the Society of 
Professional Journalists, CASA (Court-Appointed Special Advocates), Garinger Education Foundation, 
the American Red Cross, United Way, a mentor in the Big Brothers Big Sisters program, and adviser 
with the NAACP Columbus, GA, to name a few. She is a member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
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DR. CHERATON F. LOVE  |  CLASS OF 2005 
Dr. Love earned her Bachelor of Science in Molecular Biology from WSSU and her Ph.D. in 
Microbiology and Immunology from Wake Forest University. 

She is currently teaching in her seventh year as a biology instructor and serving in her third year as 
the dean of First-Year Students and Advising Services at WSSU. Her research interests involve collect-
ing and analyzing data to help determine factors that lead to academic success for first-year students.

She serves on the grant-writing committee and is a current member of Women’s Fund, a nonprofit 
devoted to improving the economic security and well-being of women and girls in Forsyth County. 
Dr. Love also is a senior mentor for youth through a partnership with Winston-Salem Chamber of 
Commerce and East Forsyth High School. She also has worked with the Davidson County Democratic 
Party to help register voters. 

Dr. Love is dedicated to helping students stay excited and curious about the natural world and the 
value of science and believes WSSU helped her develop a vision of life-long public service. 

   

MRS. MIAH MANNS  |  CLASS OF 2008 
Mrs. Manns graduated magna cum laude from WSSU with Bachelor of Science degrees in Business 
Management and Economics. While attending WSSU, she was in the Honors College and a Dean’s 
Scholar, as well as captain of the women’s track team. She works as a data governance risk manag-
er for Ally Financial where she is responsible for partnering with multiple business functions and 
IT teams to help advance and evolve data governance capabilities across the company. She is also 
the company’s intern recruiter for WSSU.

Because of her passion for financial literacy and management, she is a trained facilitator for 
Ally Financial’s free financial education program Wallet Wise. Mrs. Manns also is the volunteer 
lead for activities within the company to provide assistance in the classroom on the economy, per-
sonal finance and entrepreneurship and food drives which includes Thanksgiving meals for chil-
dren/families in need. She is a member of the National Association of Black Accountants (NABA).

   

MAJOR (RET.) TARA H. MCADOO  |  CLASS OF 2004
Major McAdoo graduated from WSSU magna cum laude with a Bachelor of Science in Rehabilita-
tion Studies and a minor in Military Science. Additionally, she holds a graduate certification in 
leadership and is pursuing a Master of Science in Administration with a concentration in public 
administration, and a graduate certification for human resources from Central Michigan Univer-
sity.

She is a human resources specialist for the U.S. Army Regional Health Command - Atlantic. 
Throughout her military career, she has received several medals: Bronze Star, Meritorious 
Service, Army Commendation, Army Achievement, National Defense Service, Afghanistan 
Campaign, Global War on Terrorism Service, Overseas Service Ribbon and NATO. She has held 
multiple leadership positions while being stationed throughout the country. In 2016, she retired 
as a major from the U.S. Army while serving in Fort Belvoir, Virginia. 

Major McAdoo enjoys volunteering at the Boys and Girls Club of America and serving on fund-
raising committees for two youth sports leagues. She is a member of the Prince William Alum-
nae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
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MRS. SHERRI MCCORMICK-SMITH  |  CLASS OF 2001
Mrs. McCormick-Smith graduated from WSSU with a Bachelor of Science in Nursing. She is a 
senior nurse case manager for Liberty Mutual Commercial Insurance. She is a Certified Case 
Manager (CCM), Qualified Rehabilitation Professional (QRP), Georgia Catastrophic Supplier, and 
mentor to new nurses and adjusters. 

She enjoys mentoring youth, organizing local community events and volunteering with 
nonprofits like Urban Ministry Center. She is a member of the North Carolina Association of 
Rehabilitation Professionals, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. Lancaster Alumnae Chapter, Life 
Member of WSSU National Alumni Association, WSSU NAA Charlotte QC Rams Alumni Chapter, 
where she has held positions on the executive board, and currently serves as vice president. 

She credits her successful 15-year career to the instruction and nursing degree she received 
from WSSU. Mrs. McCormick-Smith is a volunteer at Nana’s Place Learning Center where she 
reads books to pre-school children.

MR. JONATHAN MURRAY  |  CLASS OF 2004
Mr. Murray graduated from WSSU with a Bachelor of Science in Accounting and Management 
Information Systems. He also holds a Master of Science in Business Administration from Strayer 
University. 

He is a retail retirement manager at Vanguard where he leads a team of retirement specialists. 
In his local community, he mentors youth from his church congregation. He also coordinates and 
facilitates an open dialogue for men of all ages called Barber Shop Talk. As a proud Ram alumni, 
he co-founded the WSSU Young Alumni Council and serves on the WSSU NAA Charlotte QC Rams 
Alumni Chapter executive board.

Mr. Murray believes that as the university continues to evolve as a top performing academic pro-
gram, it is imperative that alumni utilize their respective platforms to encourage and influence 
other young alumni to get more involved.
 

MS. KRYSTLE I. MYERS  |  CLASS OF 2004
Ms. Myers received her Bachelor of Arts in Political Science, with honors, from WSSU and a Juris 
Doctorate from The Ohio State University. She is a labor and employee relations specialist for
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, where she is responsible for handling various 
administrative law and policy matters. She is the chief legal officer for the company she founded, 
Be Bossy, LLC, which assists small businesses, entrepreneurs, and artists with their legal needs. 
She also owns an event planning company, Cordially Invited Events. 

She is a mentor for young girls ages 11 to 18 and co-creator of the M.A.D. Girl Conference, a free, 
one-day event designed to empower young women. She serves on the board for the nonprofit 
PC Group 365 and is chair of the board for Mikey’s Miracle Foundation. She is a member of Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. Myers mentors young women in a program through Delta called Delta 
Academy/G.EM.S.
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MS. CHEVONNA L. NIMMONS  |  CLASS OF 2001
Ms. Nimmons, a Chancellor’s Scholarship recipient while at WSSU, graduated magna cum laude 
with a Bachelor of Science in Political Science and a minor in Speech Communication. She went 
on to obtain her Juris Doctorate degree from North Carolina Central University. She works for 
the Trauma Center Association of America as the director of government affairs. Ms. Nimmons 
also founded CLN Consulting, a boutique firm that offers business development, social media 
management, media relations and communications services. 

Ms. Nimmons is a member of the Charlotte Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 
Her involvement in the Charlotte-Mecklenburg community is displayed through her work with 
organizations such as Deltas of Charlotte Foundation, the Central Piedmont Community College 
Advisory Committee and Carolinas Care Partnership, where she serves as vice chair of the 
board of directors. She led social media and marketing efforts on behalf of the campaign for 
Mecklenburg County District Court Judge Aretha Blake.

 

MS. TIERRA M. PARSONS  |  CLASS OF 2005
Ms. Parsons earned her Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from WSSU and Master of Science in 
Social Work from the University of Maryland, Baltimore. She is an adjunct professor in the 
Department of Social Work and campus counselor at Johnson C. Smith University, as well as an 
adjunct professor in the Department of Social Work at the University of North Carolina at 
Charlotte. Parsons is a licensed clinical social worker with areas of interest and philanthropic 
work include suicide prevention and awareness, foster care, human trafficking, immigrants 
and refugees, veterans, adoption and mental wellness. Ms. Parsons has completed SAMHSA 
Addressing Health Disparities Leadership Progrom; the National Council of Behavioral Health, 
Healthy Youth Leadership Institute; Veteran Cultural and Clinical Competence (VC3) Learning 
Series in Mecklenburg County. She is also a certified QPR instructor that enables her to raise 
awareness regarding suicide prevention. 

She serves on various advisory boards for organizations that mentor teenage girls and is chair 
of the I Am My Sister, NC, which empowers youth to lead, innovate and serve. Parsons began an 
inspirational business called Pick-Me-Ups. The organization is an outreach effort intended to 
help uplift the lives of others through the art of “random acts of kindness” to lift and empower 
others during tough times. 

Ms. Parsons enjoys mentoring youth, volunteering at the Charlotte Rescue Mission, and 
assisting the homeless. Her overall goal is to empower others, across many different settings, 
as they discover their inner strength so that they are able to experience brighter days.

 

MR. J. CHAD PERRY  |  CLASS OF 2004
Mr. Perry received a Bachelor of Arts in English and a minor in Political Science from WSSU. 
While there he won the Chancellor’s Award for Outstanding Leadership. He obtained his Juris 
Doctorate degree from North Carolina Central University. He is an attorney advisor for the 
Medicaid Fraud Control Unit at the Office of the Inspector General in Washington, D.C. As 
co-founder of Inspire The Pride, he promotes cultural awareness in children through interactive 
playgroups that assist families of color by providing a safe outlet for them to learn and grow.

Throughout his career, Mr. Perry has served as an Assistant Public Defender, Criminal Defense 
Attorney, assigned council for mentally ill patients involuntarily committed to institutions, 
Adjunct Professor at Vance Granville Community College and St. Augustine’s University.

Mr. Perry has served as a member of the Board of Directors for his local Boys and Girls Club.
He is a member of the North Carolina State Bar Association and the Durham County Bar 
Association. 
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DR. JASON L. PERRY  |  CLASS OF 2005
Dr. Perry received his Bachelor of Science in Sports Management from WSSU; Master of Science 
in Sports Studies from High Point University; and Doctor of Education in Educational Leadership 
and Management with a concentration in athletic administration from Drexel University. He is 
an instructor in the Sport Management Department at East Stroudsburg University and the 
Hospitality and Recreation Management Department at Cheyney University of Pennsylvania. 

His research interests include sport management experiential learning programs, HBCU sport 
management curriculum, and diversity in sport administration. In 2017, Dr. Perry will present 
his current research at the North American Society for Sport Management Conference in 
Denver, Colorado. 

Dr. Perry previously served as chair of the Sports Management Department at Saint Augustine’s 
University in Raleigh. He enjoys volunteering in the community, engaging and mentoring 
students, coaching and organizing youth sports, and supporting church-based outreach 
initiatives. 

Dr. Perry is a member of the North American Society for Sport Management (NASSM) and Omega 
Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. He views his induction into the “Forty Under 40” as an opportunity to 
bring awareness to the institution that empowered and enabled him to strive for excellence and 
be of service to those around him.

MS. LADIA J. RUTLEDGE  |  CLASS OF 2007
Ms. Rutledge earned a Bachelor of Science in Interdisciplinary Studies from WSSU and is 
pursuing a master’s in healthcare administration, also from WSSU. She is employed at Home  
Instead Senior Care as a staffing coordinator. Her philanthropic efforts include volunteering 
with WSSU athletics and admissions departments; and tutoring at Guilford Child Development 
in reading, spelling, and basic math.

She is a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., the WSSU Young Alumni Council, Piedmont-
Triad Alumni Chapter and WSSU National Alumni Association, as well as Former Vice-President 
of the WSSU NAA Atlanta Alumni Chapter.

MR. MARCUS A. SMALL  |  CLASS OF 2006
Mr. Small graduated from WSSU with a Bachelor of Arts in Mass Communications with a minor 
in Radio and Television. He is a television producer for his own company, Domino Effect 
Productions, LLC. He strives to hire people from within his local area and mentor youth who are 
interested in the video production industry. 

He is passionate about circulating money within the Black community, in efforts to produce a 
strong economic base. Instead of lecturing youth about practicing group economics, he is 
producing a solutions-based documentary on how we can rebuild Black communities called, 
“The Melanin Code.” To him, being selected as a “Forty Under 40” Alumni Award recipient means 
that he is impacting his community and also an inspiration to others who desire to change their 
communities in a positive way that will benefit others in generations to come.
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MR. JEREMY D. STRAYHORN  |  CLASS OF 2005
Mr. Strayhorn received a Bachelor of Science in Sports Management from WSSU after serving 
our country for a year as a United States Marine Corps reservist. He was also a student-athlete 
on the football team.

He is a regional sales coordinator for Speedway LLC. Formerly, Mr. Strayhorn was with 
Wilco-Hess as a lead district manager. During the transition to Speedway, he was recognized 
for his unwavering passion and commitment to the coaching and development of his teams. 
He oversees 10 district managers.

In the community, Mr. Strayhorn volunteers with Speedway for Habitat for Humanity of Kent 
County, Michigan, and the Children’s Miracle Network. Mr. Strayhorn is a co-founder of the 
Dudley-Smith High School Alumni Association, which hosts  an annual flag football game to raise 
money and collect nonperishable food items for families in Guilford County. 

His experience as an intern motivated him to facilitate the Speedway Internship Program 
with WSSU. Mr. Strayhorn is grateful for the leadership skills he learned while at WSSU that have 
helped him become an effective husband and father in the home, mentor and manager, outside 
the home.
 

MS. ANIYA N. SUTTON  |  CLASS OF 2006
Ms. Sutton obtained Bachelor of Arts degrees in Political Science and English from WSSU prior 
to receiving a Master of Arts in Counseling from Liberty University. Her graduate certifications 
are in the following areas: women’s and gender studies, substance abuse prevention, and adult 
education. She is an Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) counselor and Title IX investigator 
for Lenoir Community College and involved with various outreach programs that aid to the 
needs of the elderly, homeless, and victims of neglect and abuse. 

By being named a “Forty Under 40” honoree, her hopes are that the young women she mentors 
will see that living humbly, serving your community, and being career oriented, can generate 
positive recognition. 

Ms. Sutton is a first-generation college student whose academic pursuits inspired two of her 
family members to follow in her footsteps. She is a member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., 
the Lenoir County Chapter of the NAACP and president-elect of the Kinston/Lenoir County 
WSSU NAA Alumni Chapter.

MRS. KRISTEN TALLEY-RILEY   |  CLASS OF 2004
Mrs. Talley-Riley received a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration with a concentration 
in marketing from WSSU. She oversees the Northern Charlotte, Lake Norman, Mooresville and 
Statesville regions as director of operations for Food Lion – Ahold/Delhaize America. The 2014 
“Top Women in Grocery” honoree is a spokesperson for Food Lion at annual CIAA tournaments 
and events such as job fairs. She also participates in the Food Lion Feeds campaign, and assists 
people with disabilities in gaining employment in Food Lion stores. 

She started an event called “Giving Spree” where donations are gathered and distributed to the 
less fortunate. Annually, Mrs. Talley-Riley leads a community initiative that encourages people 
to visit with the homeless and offers words of encouragement, as well as monetary donations. 

Mrs. Talley-Riley wrote her first book titled, “From Journey, Not Arrival,” designed to help read-
ers understand that there will be highs and lows in life, but encouraging them to focus on the 
lessons learned along the way.
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MRS. SHENEQUA THOMAS-CORBETT  |  CLASS OF 2005
Mrs. Thomas-Corbett earned a Bachelor of Science in Sociology and Master of Science in 
Rehabilitation Counseling from WSSU. She is a social worker for the Mecklenburg County 
Department of Social Services, a mentor to new hires, and a national Certified Rehabilitation 
Counselor and Licensed Professional Counselor. Her skillsets learned in the social services 
industry were extended to her local community through initiatives she launched to empower 
others and collaborate with businesses and nonprofit organizations to build awareness 
regarding the needs of at-risk families. She has been actively involved in the Social Worker 
Appreciation Committee and serves on the Young Alumni Council’s Engagement Committee.

Mrs. Thomas-Corbett is acting partner of Da Lucky Spot Barbershop, Inc., a company that works 
toward rebuilding the community through acts of service and co-founded Brand New Direction, 
Inc., which provides life skills training, workforce readiness, and housing assistance to fathers 
with children. She is dedicated to rebuilding the community and exudes that commitment 
through her professional and personal endeavors.

MRS. SHARON N. TOGUCHI  |  CLASS OF 2002
Mrs. Toguchi received a Bachelor of Arts in Mass Communications and a minor in Spanish from 
WSSU. During her enrollment at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte, she studied 
abroad and earned a diploma in Spanish from Forrester Instituto Internacional in San José, Costa 
Rica. She also has earned a Master of Arts in School Administration from Gardner-Webb Univer-
sity. She is the Dean of Students of Elementary Grades at Mountain Island Lake Academy, a pre-K 
to eighth-grade school. 

Mrs. Toguchi leads a Girl Scout Troop of 18 girls and teaches them the importance of giving  
back to the community through organizing food drives and collecting winter items for them to 
distribute to those in need. During her vacation time in the summer, she enjoys volunteering at 
her school to help colleagues prepare for the upcoming school year and tutor students in 
Spanish. 

MRS. NESHEILA C. WASHINGTON  |  CLASS OF 2002
Mrs. Washington graduated from WSSU with a Bachelor of Science in Biology and is pursuing a 
Master of Science in Adult Education from the University of Phoenix. She is an Advocate for the TECS 
team at Blue Cross Blue Shield of North Carolina. As a former WSSU Powerhouse Cheerleading Squad 
member, her experience led her to become co-owner/director of Powerhouse Spirit Competitions. 
The National Cheer & Dance Competition features battles between teams from North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Georgia and Virginia. The competition has created a platform for Stomp-N-Shake style 
cheerleaders to showcase their talents. 

Mrs. Washington is a member of Black Girls Run and a team lead for the Walk Before You Run 
Program (WB4UR), which encourages women to live healthier lifestyles. She has planned events 
and service projects through SU Mommies Group and was former president of the WSSU Cheer 
Alumni Chapter.
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MR. JUSTON R. WHITE  |  CLASS OF 2003
Mr. White graduated cum laude with a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration with a 
concentration in marketing from WSSU. His professional pursuits landed him with the Boys & Girls 
Clubs of South Central Kansas as the executive director of youth development. In two years, he took 
an organization that, for seven consecutive years, was operating on an annual average of $340,000 
to netting over $952,000 in his first full year. He is one of the youngest Black executive directors 
in Kansas.
 
Mr. White participates in various leadership programs and is involved in several organizations, 
including board member for both the Child Advocacy Center of Sedgwick County and Wichita My 
VA Community, and member of the Wichita Police Department Captain Assessment Citizen Review 
Board. His passion for mentoring is displayed through his role as a “hero” in the Real Men Real 
Heroes youth mentoring organization and a Big Brother for the Big Brothers Big Sisters Positive 
Pathways Program. He is also an honorary commander for the 22nd Logistics Readiness Squad of 
McConnell Air Force Base.

MS. THESHA WOODLEY  |  CLASS OF 2007
Ms. Woodley received a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration with a marketing 
concentration from WSSU. She is the visitor experience and volunteer manager at the Mint 
Museum. Under her leadership, the oldest art museum in North Carolina has won several local 
and national awards such as TripAdvisor Certificate of Excellence, 2016 Elevate Lifestyle – 
Best of the City award and sold a record number of memberships. 

Her volunteer experience includes organizations such as: Harvey B. Gantt Center, Greater  
Mt. Sinai Baptist Church, and WSSU Young Alumni Council. She serves as a board member for 
Charlotte INROADS (Internship and Career Development Program) Alumni and is president  
of the WSSU NAA Charlotte QC Rams Alumni Chapter. The chapter actively recruits hundreds  
of future Rams at college fairs and awards $1,000 scholarships annually to three Charlotte-
Mecklenburg students attending WSSU.

Recently, Ms. Woodley was selected as a member of Leadership Charlotte Class 38, a program 
created to enhance volunteer community leadership.
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DR. TAMIKA ANDERSON (99) 
Mr. Demetrius Antonio Anderson
Ms. Rosalind Darlene Anderson
Ms. Portia Marsh Feaster
Ms. Lauren Brooke Littlejohn (12)
Mr. Ruben Thrasher
Mr. Tayron Williams 

MS. ALEXIS BENTON (08)
Ms. Elaine Brown Atkinson (81)
Ms. Jeannie Benton
Mr. Reginald Benton
Ms. Lakisha Nicole Blue
Ms. Latroy Caesar
Ms. Nadine Cid
Mr. Lester Dunn
Mr. Donte Grier
Mr. Curtis Henry
Ms. Shemika Shanta Hubbard
Ms. Maurica Devinique Jackson, (08)
Mr. Timothy K. Johnson (94)
Mr. Charles L. Jones
Mr. Alan Lombadu
Ms. Jacqueline Martin
Mr. Troy Martin
Ms. Malissa Joyce Tyson
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander and Rebbie Timmons Lloyd
Mr. Willie P. Yellock (77) 

MRS. DE’VINE BOWERS (06) 
Ms. Shirley L. Brown
Ms. Tania E. Brown
Ms. Oresha Hodges
Ms. Maurica Devinique Jackson (08)
Ms. Tia Harris Price 

DR. KIMBERLY BRYANT (10)
Mr. Ronald and Mrs. Beverly Body
Ms. Aletha Summers Britt
Ms. Connie Williams Britt
Mr. Kevin Jevon Bryant
Ms. Kimberly Jessica Bryant
Ms. Lisa Chaplin
Ms. Wataqua Cox
Ms. Annette Elaine Davis
Mr. Darrel Keith Easterwood
Ms. Tonya Easterwood
Ms. LaQuita Howard
Ms. Synora Body Howard
Mr. Donald Robinson
Ms. Keosha Rubiana Summers
Mr. Kevin Summers & Mrs. LaTonya Summers
Ms. Brhonda Schrell Thompson 

MS. ALISHA BYRD (99)
Mr. Ronald Barber
Ms. Kiesha Bethea
Mr. & Mrs. Brent (09) and Aleashia Brandon (99)
Ms. Alisha Nicole Byrd
Ms. Chasity Mone’t Byrd
Ms. Gail Barber
Mr. Jesse Byrd
Ms. Kelly Byrd
Ms. Minne Byrd
Ms. Tiesha Caldwell
Ms. LaToya Cherry
Ms. Alex V. Clark
Ms. Janine Evans
Ms. Blanche Ford
Ms. Angela Lavette Hollingsworth
Ms. Tafoya A. Hubbard
Ms. Veleria Levu
Ms. Teresa McCaskell
Ms. Linda H. McCree
Mr. John D. Nesbitt, Jr
Ms. Donna Prunki
Ms. Jeanette D. Rankin (79)
Ms. Cierra Smith
Mr. Jerry W. Smith
Ms. Paulette Wells 
 

MR. DEMOND CURETON (04)
Mrs. Charlotte Atwood
Ms. Davida Atwood
Mr. Karl Atwood
Ms. Roslyn Atwood
Mr. Tim Atwood
Mr. Tom Atwood
Ms. Verna Atwood
Ms. Constance R. Cason (90)
Mr. Willie J. Crite, Jr. (00)
Mr. Demond P. Cureton (04) & Mrs. Francesca Musco
Ms. Deona D. Cureton (06)
The Hon. Donald R. (00) & Mrs. Deanna Cureton (00), Jr.
Mr. Donald R. Cureton, Sr. (75)
Ms. Caroline Damon
Mrs. Frances Hackett
Ms. Delores Pittman
Mrs. Jacqueline Pittman Cureton (73)
Mr. Wesley J. Summers (12) 

MS. FELISHA DAVIS (04)
Ms. Frankee B. Bullock
Ms. Laquiche R. Butler
Mrs. Karen S. Bynum (04)
Mr. and Mrs. Darien and Jamica Davis 
Mr. and Mrs. Irvin and Cora Davis 
Ms. Melonie Deon Davis
Mrs. Erin Frazier Roche (02) 
Mr. and Mrs. Garcia and Luberta Gilmore 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark and Charlitta Hatch 
Mrs. Candace A. Jeffers-LaRochelle (02) 
Mrs. Demetria Lemons (04) 
Mr. and Mrs. Adrian and Michelle Marks 
Ms. Erica S. Morrison (07)
Ms. Nia Peace
Ms. Tia Harris Price
Mr. and Mrs. Delca Simmons 
SMSgt Lim Summerville
Dr. Jylla Moore Tearte 
Mr. Maurice S. Thompson (04)  
Mrs. Delonda Tucker (04) 
Mr. Christopher Young 

MS. KIANA E. DAVIS (04)
Ms. Kristen Archie
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory W. Bradsher
Ms. Frankee B. Bullock
Mrs. Kendra Carter
Mr. Cedric Lynn Davis
Ms. Chantelle Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Ivory and Martha Davis
Ms. Regina Davis
Ms. Kiana E. Davis (04)
Davis Tax Services
Ms. Yaneisha Driggers
Ms. Sanya Forbes
Ms. Tenille R. Gaines (04)
Mr. Darrion Hudson
Ms. Dionne L. Jacobs
Mr. Marquis J. King
Mrs. Kara Lee
Ms. Keisha M. Lewis (02)
Mrs. Mavis Pratt-Davis
Ms. Ivy Rochester
Ms. Karen L. Rogers
Mr. Maurice S. Thompson
Ms. Candace Vines
Mrs. Camille Vanessa Weanquoi (05)
Ms. Gloria R. Weeks
Ms. Telena N. Weeks (04)
Ms. Crystal Wilborn
Mrs. Patrice Williams
Mrs. Sherron Wilson 

MR. KRISTOPHER FERGUSON (08)
Ms. Vonetta Austin
 Mr. & Mrs. Anthony R. Jones (07)
Mr. Brian C. Jones (08)
Mr. Ervin J. Kershaw (97)
Ms. Kendra Eugena Knight
Mr. Cory A. Williams (02) 

DR. TIMOTHY FREEMAN (01)
Ms. Roberta & Ms. Sheila Batey 
Ms. Dorothy P. Bethea
Mr. Larando Brown
Ms. Calandra Ransom Bryant
Ms. Yolanda R. Bynum
Linear Cherry
Ms. Debra Dennison
Ms. Dorothy H. Drennen
Ms. Elsie C. Fleming
Ms. Elzabeth Freeman
Tereguebode Goungou
Ms. Felicia Hemingway
Ms. Wanda Gene Johnson
Ms. Asia Johnston
Mr. & Mrs. Bobby J. Jones
Ms. Norma Jones
Arleas Kea
Ms. Carolyn D. Kornegay
Mr. David A. Mclean
Bishop W. Darin Moore
Ms. Shirley D. Richardson
Ms. Sharon Denise Robinson
Ms. Chiquita Shepard-Knight
Ms. Evelyn Smith
Ms. Lillie Young 

DR. DEVYN GILLETTE (10)
Mr. Theodora A. Gillette
Ms. Pamela G. Jones
Ms. Lauren Brooke Littlejohn (12) 

MR. JONATHAN HAMIEL (03)
Ms. Kimberly Bryant
Ms. Dezmon Dannelle Woods 

MR. DERRICK HARGROVE (01) 
Ms. Shirley Bullock
Mr. Clinet Ealey
Mr. Thomasine B. Harris
Ms. Kamille S. Jones (01)
Mr. Christopher Leak
Mr. A. S. Mitchell
Dr. Khrystal L. Smith (01)
Mr. Tommy J. Tyson (96) 

MR. RODERICK HOWARD (12)
Mr. Allen Hightower
Ms. Jessica James Jones (10)
Ms. Apryll Ladawn Monroe
Carletta and Clayton Rice Jr
Mr. Gaines Ander Rivers
Ms. Pamela L. Rivers
Ms. Jakala D. Wilson (11) 

MR. ZACK JAMES, JR. (03)
Mr. Willie Boykins
Ms. Katrina Brown
Ms. LaShonda Griffin
Mr. & Mrs. James and Paulette Ingram
Mrs. Belinda P. James
Ms. Marquisha R. G. Lee
Mr. Doug Martin
Ms. Ronda Mays
Ms. Robin Rich McGhie
Mr. Chris Runge
Mr. & Mrs. Barry and Milia Sales
Ms. Dianne Bellamy Small
Mr. Vincent F. Stafford 

MR. MARQUES JOHNSON (04)
Mr. & Mrs. Freddie and Candice Broome
Ms. Frankee B. Bullock
Mr. Rassan Carr
Ms. Siobahn C. Day (05)
Mr. Benjamin Delaney
Ms. Catherine L. Mason Johnson (75)
Mrs. Monica Johnson
Ms. Kamille S. Jones (01)
Mr. David Maxwell
Valdosta Alumni Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi
Ms. Telena N. Weeks (04) 

MR. ANDREW JONES (08)
Mr. Geoff Andersen
Ms. Stacy Cahalan
Mr. Andrew Z. Jones (08)
Ms. Jean Jones
Mr. Brian Paul Smith
Ms. Jaclyn Hart Washington 

MR. QUINTIN JONES (09)
Mr. Savey Antonio Alston (14)
Mr. Oscar Ball, III (12)
Mr. Willie J. Crite, Jr. (00)
Mr. Chad Evans Davis (95)
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon (78) and Sharon (80) Everett
Mr. Willie L. Henry (95)
Mr. Brian K. Johnson
Mr. Alton J. Keaton, II (12)
Mr. Jamaine Martecus Mack
Ivy C Mullins
Ms. Francesca Porter
Ms. Stacey J. Porter
Mr. Jarred Stroud (09) 

DR. CLIFTON KENON, JR. (09)
Dr. Clifton J. Kenon 

MS. JANELL LEWIS (04)
Ms. Regina Denise Acheampong
Mr. Daniel Camacho
Mr. & Mrs. Giani and Kristin Clarkson
Mr. Greg Ford
Ms. Shari E. Hasty
Ms. Deborah Lewis 

DR. CHERATON LOVE (05)
Dr. Louise Allen
Dr. Manjunatha B Bhat
Mr. & Mrs. William and Andrais (69) Brandon
Ms. Janet Arlene Dombrowski
Dr. Donna Durham-Pierre
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy (80) and Vicki Grant
Mr. Arthur I. Hardin
Ms. Amyia Hardy
Dr. Pamela G. Jones
Dr. David S. Kump
Dr. Exazevia M. Logan
Mrs. Suvondra L. Montgomery
Mrs. Margaret M. Poston
Mr. Keon Lewis & Dr. Tori Simmons-Lewis
Dr. Doria K. Stitts
Dr. Shante Williams 

MRS. MIAH MANNS (08)
Ms. Iris Hillman Elliott
Ms. Maurica Devinique Jackson (08)
Mr. Ralph Manns Jr. & Family
Ms. Medesia Negron
Mr. Casey Organek
Dr. Karla L. Robinson
Ms. Mahogany Smith
The Harris and The Hunt Families
Ms. Rochelle Nunn Streater
Ms. Cynthia M. Taylor
Ms. Bethany Wheeler 

MAJ. (RET.) TARA MCADOO (04)
Ms. Davene Barton
Ms. Emma R. Cooper (08)
Ms. Tenille R. Gaines (04)
Ms. Nikki Haynes
Ms. Stacy L. House
Ms. Tamika Kelly
Ms. Keisha M. Lewis (02)
Ms. Shaunda N. Smith
Ms. Telena N. Weeks (04) 

MRS. SHERRI MCCORMICK-SMITH (01)
Ms. Nicole Allen
Mrs. Kionna Kay Asuquo (05)
Ms. Rashonna R. Avery (02)
Ms. Tonya Avery
Mr. and Mrs. Hardis and Marie Barnes

SPECIAL Thank You TO OUR FORTY UNDER 40 PATRONS
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Mr. & Mrs. Marcus & Shakia Bledsoe
Ms. Mikiko Boyd
Mrs. Chassity Bynum  (00)
Mrs. Laura Calhoun
Ms. Constance R. Cason (90)
Mrs. Daniell J. Chunn 
Mr. Willie J. Crite, Jr. (00)
Mr. Donald Cureton, Sr. (75)
Ms. Candias L. Davis
Mrs. Carlisha Davis
Ms. Frances Wherry Davis
Mr. Jonathan R. Davis and Mr. Douglas Walker
Mrs. Larri T. Diggs-Jones  (01)
Mr. & Mrs. Juan Flowers
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis L. Flowers
Mr. Steven Caldwell Foster
Mr. and Mrs. John L. and Gwendolyn Franklin
Ms. Erin L. Frazier (02)
Ms. Tenelle Gardner (01)
Ms. Angela R. Gibson (07)
Mr. and Mrs. Terrence and Jewyl C. Gibson
Ms. Lakesha S. Gilliam Rollins (01)
Dr. Renee Gilmore Rouson
Ms. Caprisha S. Greene (01)
Mr. & Mrs. Michael & Lisa Hailey
Ms. Anitra L. Hardy (01)
Mr. Ray Harper
Mr. & Mrs. Clarence Hedgepeth
Ms. Tara Hedgepeth (97)
Mr. Donald R. Henderson (78)
Ms. Betty Herron
Mr. Fred Hill
Ms. Quemella A. Holland (00)
Ms. Kamille S. Jones (01)
Mr. Albert & Dr. Lasenia H. (69) Jones
Ms. Sarita P. Jordan (03)
Mr. and Mrs. Ron and Rita Kilgore
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel and Angie King
Mr. Vincent King
Mrs. Kimberly Garner Lassister (93)
Ms. Njeri Jones Legrand
Ms. Carol M. Lewis (92)
Ms. Marlena N. Lorick (02)
Ms. Natalie M. Lowe
Ms. Tara Manning
Ms. Erika McCormick
Mr. and Mrs. Hubert and Patricia McCormick 
Mr. Deon McDaniel
Ms. Kamilah Y. Merritt (01)
Mr. & Mrs. Guardino and Latonja (92) Miller
Mr. James M. Monroe II
Mrs. Pamela Nelson (76)
Ms. StanChelle Patterson
Ms. Taneka Payne
Mrs. Kizzy Petersen (01)
Mrs. Brenda Quick
Ms. Melinda Quick
Mrs. Tamekia B. Ratliff-Osemwegie  (01)
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry (79) and Valerie Robinson
Ms. Keisha T. Satterwhite (01)
Mr. & Mrs. Donnie and Shauna Simmons
Mr. Keon and Dr. Tori Simmons-Lewis
Dr. Khrystal L. Smith (01)
Mr. Roderick C. Smith
Mr. Jack Moore and Mrs. Madie Smith-Moore
Ms. Miranda Solomon
Mrs. Kesi Thompson (01)
Mr. Lonnie Walker, Jr
Ms. Kristen Wallace
Mrs. Staceyann Monique Wallace
Ms. Shan-Tika Watkins
Mrs. Sharri Wilkes
Mr. Cory A. Williams (02)
Mrs. Judy Barnes Williams
Mrs. Raven T. Williams
Mrs. Patricia Yates 

MR. JONATHAN MURRAY (04)
Ms. Frankee B. Bullock
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan (04) and Latoya (05) Murray
Ms. Natoya S. Williams
Ms. Constance R. Cason (90)

Ms. Kamille S. Jones (01)
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry (79) and Valerie Robinson
Ms. Nikki Haynes 

MS. KRYSTLE MYERS (04)
Ms. Tenille R. Gaines (04)
Mrs. Karen S. Bynum (04)
Ms. Deidra Artis Phyall (05)
Ms. Shaundrelle Watson
Ms. Telena N. Weeks (04)
Ms. Jania S. Massey (04)
Ms. Keisha M. Lewis (02)
Ms. Kristie N. Swink
Mr. Maurice S. Thompson
Ms. Cheryl M. Williams
Ms. Brandi LaSha Mebane
Ms. Adriene Boone
Ms. Jade Merritt
Ms. Yakira Alston
Ms. Carmen Woodley
Ms. Nishan Gugsa
Mr. Arthur Myers
Ms. Kesha Kelly
Ms. Kia Gilliam
Ms. Lataysheia Lance

MS. CHEVONNA L. NIMMONS (01)
Ms. Lakesha S. Gilliam Rollins
Ms. Erica R. Watkins
Ms. Anitra L. Hardy (01)
Ms. Quemella A. Holland
Ms. Cirsten L. Nimmons
Ms. Kamille S. Jones (01)
Ms. Andriea N Hill
Mr. & Mrs. Clay Gloster, Jr.
Ms. Eugenia Blackmon
Ms. Mya Evans
Ms. Renata Henderson Murray
Ms. CheLandra Moore-Quarles
Ms. Kiala Felder
Ms. Lynette Crawford
Ms. Vontina McGrant
Ms. Nikki Haynes
Mr. & Mrs. Curley L.  and Catherine Nimmons
Mr. Daniell J. Chunn
Ms. Tara Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan A. Gloster

MS. TIERRA PARSONS (05)
Ivy C Mullins
Ms. Corsica J. Taylor
Mrs. Alma Dionne Ford-Hamilton
Ms. Natoya S. Williams
Ms. Yasmyn R. Southerland
Ms. Melonie Deon Davis
Ms. Eboni Darnella Moran
Ms. Tasha Marie Wilson
Ms. Jessica Inez Martin Davis
Ms. Emari Scurlock Storm
Ms. Nikia Williams
Mr. Corey Lamont Nesbit
Mr. Norsharra James
Mr. Tayvon Booze
Mr. Matthew Christopher Richard Redmon
Ms. Cherese Gregory
Mr. Curtis M. Brown
Ms. Amarja McCormick
Ms. Bonita Napper
Ms. Malaika Beverly
Mr. Don Woods
Ms. Layla Bluefort
Mr. Richard L. Taylor, Jr
Mr. Arkeem Fleming
Ms. Ashley Ford
Ms. Sequoia Dixon
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Woods
Mr. & Mrs. Vernon and Edith Odom
Mr. Wesley Blanding
Ms. Mary Moore
Ms. Sherry Connelly
Mr. Ricky Lee
Mr. Gianni Hunter 

MR. J. CHAD PERRY (04)
Mr. Michael Putney
The Sarr Family 

DR. JASON PERRY (05)
Ms. Patricia Bartley-Walker
Mr. Michael Putney
Dr. Ayanna Perry
Ms. Kim V. Rhone
The Sarr Family
Dr. Ivan Turnipseed 

MS. LADIA RUTLEDGE (07)
Ms. Jamie K. Tindal (10)
Mr. Timothy K. Johnson (94)
Mr. & Mrs. William (96) and Benetta Horton
Ms. Constance R. Cason (90)
Ms. Michelle A. Thompson
Ms. Deidra Artis Phyall (05)
Ms. Elaine Brown Atkinson (81)
Go Grad (Go Rutledge)
Ms. Kamille S. Jones (01)
Mrs. Mae C. Godette (84)
Mr. Willie P. Yellock (77)
Ms. Leonora Annette Robinson (79)
Mr. Jervelle Fort
Mr. Raschad Eichelberger
Ms. Shemika Shanta Hubbard
Ms. Loris Robert Elmore
Ms. Tanya Miles
Ms. Tiera Boyd
Ms. Anna M. Tucker
Mr. Erick Wallace

MR. JEREMY STRAYHORN (05)
Mr. Shamaree T. Brown (04)
Dr. Elon A. Kulii (73)
Mr. Robert Brantley
Ms. Linda D. Sims
Mr. Nathaniel and Mrs. Gayle J. Starr
Ms. Mary S. Windley
Ms. Cheri Olszewski
Ms. Yolanda Windley Coleman
Mr. Charles L. Jones
Mr. Patrick Adkins
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph K. Jones

MS. ANIYA SUTTON (06)
Mr. Justin L. Brown (11)
Mr. Kyle J. Brown (16)
Ms. Dontia Yavonne Barrett (16)
Mrs. Felicia Sutton Brown
Mr. Kevin L. Ward
Mr. Van. B. Sutton, III
Ms. Gail Sutton
Mr. Warren C. Moore
Mr. & Mrs. Ade Erinkitola
Ms. Wandra Williams
Dr. Levy and Elisa Brown
Ms. Athena Wilson

MRS. KRISTEN TALLEY-RILEY (04)
Mrs. Sedalia T. Ledbetter (71)
Mr. Benjamin Delaney
Mr. Chad Jimerson
Ms. Dameeka D. Sweeney
Ms. Angus Small
Mr. Bradford Blaylock

MRS. SHENEQUA THOMAS-CORBETT (05)
Ms. Ebony Addison
Ms. Scierra Naki Bratton
Ms. Bridgett Collins
Ms. Erica Dean
Ms. Crystal G. Farrar-Mortimer
Ms. Michelle Gatewood
Mr. and Mrs. William Harding
Ms. Elisa V. Haywood (05)
Ms. Deirdre Hinkson
Ms. Kamille S. Jones (01)
Ms. Angel Killian
Rarzhell Y. King

Ms. Tameka M. Mahatha (04)
Ms. Jania S. Massey (04)
Ms. Davette Parks
Ms. Tarias Parks
Ms. Deidra Artis Phyall (05)
Ms. Tia Harris Price
Ms. Eva R. Richardson(83)
Ms. Patricia R. Rogers
Mr. Torial Phenique Thomas
Ms. Jamie K. Tindal (10)
Ms. Yolanda Vance
Natoya S. Williams
Ms. LaToya Williamson-Jones

MRS. SHARON TOGUCHI (02)
Ms. Tanya K. Branham
Ms. Bayyinah N. Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy and Chrystal Brown
Ms. Frankee B. Bullock
Ms. Laquiche R. Butler
Mrs. Mary H. Byuarm
Ms. Angela Cortez Childress
Ms. LaTonya Elizabeth Clark
Mr. Willie J. Crite, Jr. (00)
Mr. James Dodd, Jr.
Dr. Michael & Gina Duncan and Family
Mr. and Mrs. Middleton Gassay, III
Rev. Dr. Larry Hill
Ms. Porshal Y. Hilliard
Ms. Bettye Holloway
Mr. Charles and Mrs. Sandra V. Howard
Ms. Candace A. Jeffers-LaRochelle (02)
Ms. Kamille S. Jones (01)
Mr. & Mrs. Norman and Mae Little
Ms. Kamilah Y. Merritt (01)
Ms. Stephanie Mitchell Watkins (02)
Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Edward B. Newberry, Sr.
Dr. Clarence & Mrs. Lynne P. Newsome
Ms. Aja J. Pharr
Reverend & Mrs. James Reese
Dr. Erika D.S. Richardson
Mr. Elliot Riley
Mr. & Mrs. David and Valerie Scott
Dr. Khrystal L. Smith (01)
Mr. & Mrs. Jessie G. Spicer
Rev. Dr. & Mrs. James A. Thomas, Sr.
Mrs. Alexandra S. Witherspoon (02)
Mr. and Mrs. Sterling Woodard

MRS. NESHEILA WASHINGTON (02)
Ms. Trina C. Holiness
Ms. Tia Harris Price
Mr. Tommy J. Tyson (96)
Mrs. Latoya D. Williams-Harrison

MR. JUSTON WHITE (03)
Mr. Terry Atwater (83)
Ms. Frankee B. Bullock
Mr. Matthew Clark
Mr. Jade Martin
Jamai Muhammad
Ms. Markita L. Reid (01)
Ms. Vanessa Rials
Mr. Maurice S. Thompson
Mr. Gerardo Ultreras
Ms. Tia M. Webb

MS. THESHA WOODLEY (07)
Ms. Constance R. Cason (90)
Ms. Ashleigh Jovan Taylor (07)
Mr. & Mrs. Guardino and Latonja (92) Miller
Mrs. Pamela Nelson (76)
Ms. Leah R. Wade (96)
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry (79) and Valerie Robinson
Ms. Cathea C. Woodley
Mr. & Mrs. Theophilus (74) and Caserta Woodley
Ms. Thesha J. Woodley (07)
Ms. Barbara Phillips
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WINSTON-SALEM STATE UNIVERSITY
Alma Mater

As we go forth from old State U.,
A song of love we sing to thee,
And praises to the memory
Of days at State University.
Thy sons and daughers bring thee fame
Through knowledge which we here have gained;
Exultingly we raise thy name,
Oh Winston-Salem State University.

As we go forth from old State U.
Good leaders we will always be,
And stand for all humanity
As you have taught us, State University.
In all we do we we shall proclaim
To all the world thy enduring fame;
As we go forth we praise thy name,
Oh Winston-Salem State University.


