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String Jury Rubric 
CATEGORY 5 4 3 2 1 
Dress Student is dress is 

professional, business 
attire appropriate for 
concert performance 

N/A Student has made an 
effort to dress 
appropriately for 
concert performance, 
but lacking in some 
area (shoes, slacks, 
shirt, etc.). 

N/A Student is not dressed 
appropriately for 
concert performance 

Stage Presence Student is comfortable 
playing in front of an 
audience. 

Student is relatively 
comfortable playing in 
front of an audience. 

Student has some 
issues playing in front 
of an audience. 

Student has severe 
issues playing in 
front of an audience. 

Student cannot function 
playing in front of an 
audience. 

Tone Quality Tone is consistently 
focused, clear, and 
centered throughout 
the range of the 
instrument. 

Tone is focused, clear and 
centered through the 
normal playing range of 
the instrument. Extremes 
in range sometimes cause 
tone to be less controlled. 
Tone quality typically does 
not detract from the 
performance. 

Tone is often focused, 
clear and centered, but 
sometimes the tone is 
uncontrolled in the 
normal playing range. 
Extremes in range are 
usually uncontrolled. 
Occasionally the tone 
quality detracts from 
overall performance. 

The tone is often not 
focused, clear or 
centered regardless of 
the range being 
played, significantly 
detracting from the 
overall performance. 

The tone is rarely 
focused, clear or 
centered regardless of 
the range being played 
thus making it difficult 
to discern pitch and/or 
rhythm.  

Tempo/Rhythm The beat is secure and 
the rhythms are 
accurate for the style 
of music being played. 

The beat is secure and the 
rhythms are mostly 
accurate. There are a few 
duration errors, but these 
do not detract from the 
overall performance. 

The beat is somewhat 
erratic. Some rhythms 
are accurate. Frequent 
or repeated duration 
errors. Rhythm 
problems occasionally 
detract from the 
overall performance. 

The beat is usually 
erratic and rhythms 
are seldom accurate 
detracting 
significantly from the 
overall performance. 

The beat is usually 
erratic and rhythms are 
rarely accurate 
detracting significantly 
from the overall 
performance. 

Intonation/ Note 
Accuracy 

Virtually no errors. 
Pitch is very accurate. 

An occasional isolated 
error, but most of the time 
pitch is accurate and 
secure. 

Some accurate pitches, 
but there are frequent 
and/or repeated errors. 

Very few accurate or 
secure pitches. 

Little to no accurate or 
secure pitches.  

Bow 
Distribution 

The usage of bow is 
consistent with the 
needs of musical 
phrases and the 
technique required for 
the piece.  

The usage of bow is 
consistent the technique 
required for the piece, but 
is not often consistent with 
the needs of musical 
phrases. 

The usage of bow is 
sometimes consistent 
the technique required 
for the piece, but is not 
often consistent with 
the needs of musical 
phrases. 

The usage of bow is 
sometimes consistent 
the technique 
required for the 
piece, but is rarely 
with the needs of 
musical phrases. 

The usage of bow is 
rarely consistent the 
technique required for 
the piece, but is rarely 
with the needs of 
musical phrases. 

Articulation Secure attacks. 
Markings (staccato, 
legato, slur, accents, 
etc.) are executed 
accurately as directed 
by the score. 

Attacks are usually secure, 
though there might be an 
isolated error. Markings 
are executed accurately as 
directed by the score. 

Attacks are rarely 
secure, but markings 
are often executed 
accurately as directed 
by the score. 

Few secure attacks. 
Markings are 
typically not 
executed accurately. 

Rare secure attacks. 
Markings are rarely 
executed accurately. 

Dynamics Dynamic levels are 
obvious, consistent, 
and an accurate 
interpretation of the 
style of music. 

Dynamic levels are 
typically accurate and 
consistent. 

Dynamic levels 
fluctuate but can be 
discerned. 

Attention to dynamic 
levels is not obvious. 

Attention to dynamic 
levels is not at all 
apparent. 

Phrasing Phrasing is always 
consistent and 
sensitive to the style of 
music being played. 

Phrasing is usually 
consistent and sensitive to 
the style of music being 
played. 

Phrasing is usually 
consistent and 
occasionally sensitive 
to the style of music 
being played. 

Phrasing is 
sometimes consistent 
and/or rarely 
sensitive to musical 
style. 

Phrasing is rarely 
consistent and/or rarely 
sensitive to musical 
style. 

Musical Effect The overall musical 
effect is confident and 
pleasing to the listener 
based upon the 
technical demands of 
the work. 

N/A The overall musical 
effect is somewhat 
pleasing to the listener 
based upon the 
technical demands of 
the work. 

N/A The overall musical 
effect is not at all 
pleasing to the listener 
based upon the technical 
demands of the work. 



Choice of 
Literature 

The work chosen is 
suitable and 
appropriate for the 
level of the student and 
is performed by the 
student at an 
exceptional level. 

The work chosen is 
suitable and appropriate for 
the level of the student and 
is performed by the student 
to a good level. 

The work chosen is 
suitable and 
appropriate for the 
level of the student and 
is performed by the 
student at an average 
level 

The work chosen 
may not be suitable 
and appropriate for 
the level of the 
student and is not 
performed by the 
student at an average 
level. 

The work chosen is not 
suitable and appropriate 
for the level of the 
student and is poorly 
performed by the 
student. 

 


